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Diplomatic Diversification Strategy of the Republic of Korea (ROK)

Yu Wanying

Abstract: The New Southern Policy (NSP), one of the core foreign policy initiatives by President Moon

Jae-In, was officially launched in 2017, aiming to pursue diplomatic diversification. The policy seeks to

elevate South Korea’s relations with ASEAN member states and India to the same level of its relations with
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the four major powers (China, the United States, Japan, and Russia). The NSP aims to secure economic
growth momentum and seek greater diplomatic autonomy in an increasingly severe international
environment. In November 2020, in response to global conditions brought on by the pandemic, Seoul
updated the initiative as “NSP Plus” together with a corresponding five-year plan. While continuously
emphasizing economic and diplomatic partnership, the NSP Plus identifies collective recovery from the
COVID-19 pandemic and sustainability as the critical areas for regional cooperation. However, the South
Korean government has recently changed its wait-and-see attitude to the Indo-Pacific (FOIP) Strategy
while strengthening the “Korea-India Special Strategic Partnership” and actively seeking common points of
cooperation with the US and India in the “New Southern” region. The change has aroused speculation
about whether Seoul will join the US Indo-Pacific Strategy. This paper explores the strategic goals and
logic of South Korea’s diplomatic diversification through the NSP.

Keywords ROK’s Diplomacy, Diversification, New Southern Policy, Belt and Road Initiative, Indo-Pacific
Strategy
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® H 1. Ansoff: Strategies for diversification, Harvard Business Review, Vol. 35, No. 5, September 1957, pp.113-124.
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JAi “PUsERE 7 VRO RIS, SETERTOIRR T AR B K L BN A E KA s E AN P AL, B
S ZPENARRUGE, YRR E S5 23 0 [ A s o “ R Se IR A b E 23k, SCHE SUBUR BT
TR T E AN, HFEZ A E R A2 MEEE. 15 2017 426 H 18 HEEATH
SR AC K R AR A AR b, SCYE SRR, 0B E R LAY R E g o 452, RE SR 4R
B AEME R Z AL CHIBIE — RV RIS RSN KB T 5. 4 rd
W R AR BRI AEM R ES), BRI RN 24 S E RS R G, §7R4b
A AR o 7E 2017 4F 9 H LU G S 03 1 IR S NI & BRI, 7E45 R SR ) R P I
fIfET,  “ZUMANE” (ERREIE B o7 2R

424k (diplomatic diversification) J&3CTE T BUM 4 ik E (48 23 ) 4 v i [
(¥ B B AL R o MBS o A SCHE EBURF A AN BOR B DI N R 22—, “HTTBUR” 5 “ it
JTBUR” SN R E AN 2 IUA ) B B X AMAC R . X B 2 BRIT 2R
B 2T, CEEAMCES R, 2o EERIEAEFR. R BRNEZ O 2REX
L UGS, M 20 BB IESEIE LR O RE T OR “RE T f£5,
P RERE SN AE M E AN 2 (] (¥ — PR A . T DL SRR SNSRIl “ 2304” MRS RS S 1
— A A R R B VE AN AN S AR AR TR YRR S AR UE

SR E L E A€/ RE SULTANNIIB7E SUlANDbIE SULiA PSS E IR LR L R e PR
DA 2, RIAMERGK . SCEESBUNE “200” SIS T 8 ESME S, 1o E 5
AZ T PR 58 i — 7 3 (HSCHE SHBURFIRIXFh “ Z304k” MARABUR T-403, I Al 525 1
“Zp”. CAEFYIEE, “HEEERORE, SEMEFLZAUARER, ML, "4
Wi LA R 77 BUR N O R S I A AS AU 1 2 4k

() FEABERAREENE

2017 4 11 H, #iELS G SRR ), A5 E B e S5 RIR AR I E B I dg i 1
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2Ol HEY sHoZ HojHal ZEs Fa LYY 0" (7 WHEHBGR T HERAKE (4

JR” ) https://www.dailian.co.kr/news/view/640810/?sc=naver accessed on Oct 18, 2021.
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R bRk, B B FAT AR AT A s 20582 X B TR G i — s T 200 3 SR “Hil 7, <.
“IRN)” SR ER—MAN SRR AR HPE Fwm: (PEZWAAEY, Jbn: AR RR R 2012 ERR,
% 3-5 .

O B2 K 113 R BE A CrEH: “EH 1L IRESSWFIRET ),
https://www1.president.go.kr/articles/5790 , accessed on Oct 18, 2021.
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i fR: BRF SR sl ) (3) #reg T Hidb i BURSEIN A Z U BUR R K E S22 23 ) (4)
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1
@

rot E AL

23



Flrar (HFESE X FFT) 20214

Bl 1 SR BURIIARILIE PLUS STESLRIAHAR

FAEEMEEEES guu HEXXESEE
mm

HALIEPLUS
RELEE — AL B 1
BRI X 255 & 1k

==
MESHEHFE B ERHEFhE
— e AR ‘
_1_uxx¢mmm$5

HERAHEE

{

RVR: MR 5 E W R O B 7 M RHEIE, http://www. nsp. go. kr/, _LRIEFA]: 2021 4E 11 A 1 H.

RSN FRE T BOE, CAER LG R, S, B, EUEURE TR, SOREREE IR
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FRAET R K 4. 4%, it RE TR 2. 1%, KA EEERR 12 80 f 2 13 S5
TERPIFEIR BRI 2 —, XK IER. B2, REEFFHZERE,. APEC, EAS, RH#
+25— RN AR B 0 0 2 1A VENLRIR 1 ZEH DX A R ) SRR, 2R B I AR — ARk 1y
RAEEREES LM E. RS wh E E = AR, RS2 REmMECR X,
HFHESHEEZANZUEETECERIFELE. B2, EXEREE, BrimyiX Ex 2 5E
S E MBS RGOSR, AR TSR EAE N B i) A URT R 7 [ R0 SR BT T UK B Rl

L

AU HEHR YT AKX D AN EX SAHAES (HE B RNE RS (XS5, 7
5. BEGHE)) | 20216, p. 3-4.
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o HrEE 7 X B AE S, Tl L RO B AR BT SRR R . AR AT, DK
AR E SR . ERRENEEE AL, BT Gr T B Z2 iR R S B B 58 (K A2 A0 55 3 (1
HYER K. TR, 2020 F 11 A 12 HE TR B2 7 CRBEem ZHHER), 1N
SEBAL 2 AT RO IR SIS, 1R I T 25 R BRI U, AT PR
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N T LRI R0 BRI AR A i [ BRI 35 5 A 3L DA faml,  UREDET B 7 BOR R ECR, 2020 48 11 7 12
1 F s - 2R B o > WO, SCAE SR Y 10T R 7 BRI TR BT TR PLUS ™, LUBT R 7
BURHEH = FE AL, K OANEESE T O ERE S AR SUERIE M AL 3R 5T, FARTE T
T ARSKRHAEM LS (New Implementation Strategy). LKE MAMESIRATE: (1D &L
77T EASE (2) HEHEMAEEN, STRANITR (3) AP (4) TIELE . nHFsL
158 oy ¥ L dk At (5) SCHILAERAGA . B BRI BCEIT K (60 RRPILSUHEIE (7D N
T ZA SR EEE

THER R T BORAE AR T B RE Ry kR, AR IUAN T TR 2, R
R 1 R A IR Bl B A B (1 7 B AR e 0 X B S (R 7 2
sRif T ASE AU A, Aty oK T BT DASURE SRR 5, R T AT R
YU T8 e T BOK PLUS [ E 2 E s SR =, BOHTR T BORMILE, SESUSEEm &, s Emr
J&, Ty ELR T RE T AT ) S AR I ) R Ao s FEL B R 5 A PLUS A8 4 Sk 1
BrrE T XN XA F 2, IO R P A BT DGR, KA 5. X G ESE.

© ASEAN Comprehensive Recovery Framework and its Implementation Plan
https://asean.org/asean-comprehensive-recovery-framework-and-its-implementation-plan/, accessed on Oct. 3, 2021.

YA MEHRRAT] CHETECRERBIZE RS |, hitp://www.nsp.go.kr/, accessed on Oct 18, 2021.
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