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The strategic choice of neighboring countries for the rise of
China -- based on the perspective of territorial disputes and

power gap

Zhou Yang

Abstract: Facing the growing influence of China in East Asia, some neighboring countries have
adopted diversifying policies toward China, which puts China's diplomacy to the test. This paper
mainly examines the reasons why the policies of neighboring countries towards China are
different. Through the analysis of neighboring countries' attitudes towards the Belt and Road

Initiative, the article finds that territorial disputes and power gap can basically explain most
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neighboring countries' policies towards China. Concretely Speaking, territorial disputes can easily
lead to border conflicts while power gap determines the country's ability/inability to balance the
rising power. Under the above dual factors, the policies of neighboring countries towards China
can be divided into “balancing,” “strategic docking,” “hedging” and “following.” In the future,
China should understand the needs of neighboring countries, alleviate their worries, strive for
support from more countries and stabilize the overall situation of the neighboring regions.
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